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Rae-1 cDNA is one of the retinoic acid (RA)-inducible cDNA clones in mouse embryonal
carcinoma F9 cells. Rae-1 mRNAs were detected in mouse early embryos, but not in various
tissues of adult mice. RAE-1 protein apparently consists of 253 amino acids and is likely to
be a glycoprotein consisting of a leader sequence, an extracellular domain, a serine,
threonine, proline-rich domain, and a transmembrane domain. Interestingly, it has a weak,
but significant homology with major histocompatibility complex (MHC) class I molecules
and was immunocytochemically identified as a cell surface protein. By determining partial
nucleotide sequences of 17 Rae-1 cDNAs isolated from the RA-induced F9 cells, at least
three different kinds of Rae-1 cDNAs were identified and were named Rae-la, Rae-1£, and
Rae-17 cDNAs, respectively. As the overall nucleotide sequence homology among these
three cDNAs was about 98%, they constitute a novel gene family which is likely to be
involved in early mammalian embryogenesis.

Key words: F9 cell, membrane glycoprotein, MHC class I molecule, RA-inducible gene,
retinoic acid.

Mouse embryonal carcinoma F9 cells closely resemble
pluripotent embryonic stem cells in terms of morphology,
biochemical characteristics, and growth properties (1, 2).
F9 cells differentiate into primitive endoderm-like cells in
response to retinoic acid (RA) (3, 4), and also into visceral
endoderm-like cells, provided the cells aggregate in the
presence of a low dose of RA (2). This system provides a
pertinent model for analyses of early mammalian develop-
ment (i). To elucidate molecular regulatory mechanisms
involved in early mammalian development, we isolated a
series of cDNA clones corresponding to those genes, the
expression of which increases during RA-induced F9 cell
differentiation (5).

We have now characterized one of the previously isolated
cDNA clones, named Rae-1 (=retinoic acid early inducible
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buffered saline; PCR, polymerase chain reaction; RT-PCR, reverse
transcription-PCR; RA, retinoic acid; Rae-1, retinoic acid early
inducible cDNA clone-1; X-gal, 5-bromo-4-chloro-3-indolyl-/?-D( — )-
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cDNA clone-D (5) and demonstrated using immunocyto-
chemical techniques that it codes for a novel cell surface
protein. The deduced RAE-1 protein consists of 253 amino
acids and shows a weak, but significant homology with
major histocompatibility complex (MHC) class I molecules
(6-8). Rae-1 mRNAs were detected in early mouse em-
bryos, but not in various tissues of adult mice. Interesting-
ly, there were at least three different, but highly homol-
ogous Rae-1 cDNAs, indicating the presence of a novel gene
family which is likely to be involved in early mammalian
development.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Cells—Mouse embryonal carcinoma F9 cells were main-
tained in Dulbecco's modified Eagle's medium (DMEM)
supplemented with 15% fetal calf serum (FCS), and were
induced to differentiate by treatment with 10~8 M RA
(Sigma) (2).

RNA Preparation and RNA Analysis—Various tissues
were isolated from adult BALB/c mice. Total cellular
RNAs were extracted from F9 cells and from isolated
tissues by the acid guanidinium thiocyanate-phenol-chloro-
form method (9). Poly(A)+ RNA was prepared on an oligo-
(dT)-cellulose column. For RNA blot analysis, 10 ng of
total cellular RNA was denatured with glyoxal, fractionat-
ed by 1% agarose gel electrophoresis, and transferred to a
nylon membrane (10). RNA blots were hybridized with
'^-labeled Rae-1 cDNA probe (5), prepared by a multi-
prime DNA labeling system purchased from Amersham
(11).
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Cloning of a Series of Rae-1 cDNAs—Isolation of the
Rae-1 cDNA clone was as described (5). As this clone was
not carrying the full-length cDNA, a cDNA library was
constructed from F9 cells treated with RA for 48 h and was
screened to isolate a series of longer Rae-1 cDNAs by
plaque hybridization, using a 32P-labeled Rae-1 cDNA
insert as a probe (5, 10).

Reverse Transcription-PCR (RT-PCR)—To examine the
structures of mRNAs corresponding to Rae-1 cDNAs, the
following two primers were prepared: primer E7, 5'-GGA-
GATCAGCTAATGATG-3', which corresponds to the sense
strand of Rae-1 cDNA, from nucleotide (nt) number +872
to + 889 (see Fig. 3A); primer E8,5' - ATGAGTCCCACAG-
AGATA-3', which corresponds to the antisense strand of
Rae-1 cDNA, from nt number 1101 to 1118 (see Fig. 3A).
The following two kinds of poly(A)+ RNAs were prepared
for this experiment: one, from F9 cells treated with RA for
72 h and the other, from the head region of 11-day mouse
embryos. The first strands of cDNAs were synthesized on
these poly(A)+ RNAs using primer E8. For the PCR
reaction, 80 ^1 of the reaction mixture which contains Taq
polymerase and primers E7 and E8 was added to the first
strand cDNA synthesis reaction mixture, using a thermal
cycler as described (5). These primers and the same PCR
procedure were also used to analyze genomic DNA from
undifferentiated F9 cells.

Subcloning of PCR Products—PCR products were sub-
cloned by the TA cloning method, using a TA Cloning Kit
(Invitrogen). Briefly, after PCR, 1 fi\ of the PCR products
was ligated to the pCR™II vector at 14.5°C overnight, 1 /i\
of the ligation reaction mixture was used to transform 50/^1
of competent cells, and 50//I of transformation medium
was spread on an LB agar plate containing ampicillin and
X-gal.

Isolation of the Mouse rae-1 Gene—A AFDCH/mouse
genomic DNA library constructed on partial Sau3AI digest
of the 129/SVJ mouse liver DNA (1X109 pfu/ml) was
purchased from Stratagene. Phage clones carrying the
mouse rae-1 gene were screened following the procedures
described in Ref. 10, using Rae-107 cDNA as a probe.
Cloned genomic DNAs were extracted from purified phage
clones and were used for restriction enzyme mapping. The
exon-containing region was identified by Southern blot
hybridization, and was subcloned into pBluescript II KS
(Stratagene).

Genomic DNA Preparation and Southern Blot Anal-
ysis—Mouse genomic DNAs were prepared from undiffer-
entiated F9 cells following the procedures described in Ref.
10. For Southern blot analysis, 10 ME of mouse genomic
DNA was digested with restriction enzymes (BamHL,
EcoBI, HindUT), separated by 0.7% agarose gel electro-
phoresis and transferred to a nylon membrane. The blots
were hybridized with the Rae-107 cDNA probe or with a
genomic DNA probe carrying a part of the rae-1 gene (see
Fig. 6B, probe H-B). Hybridization was carried out as
described (10) and filters were washed three times for 5
min with an excess of 2 X SSC/0.1% SDS at room tempera-
ture, and then washed twice for 15 min with O.lxSSC/
0.1%SDSat65"C.

DNA Sequence Analysis—pBluescript plasmids contain-
ing the cloned or subcloned cDNA inserts were sequenced
by the dideoxy chain termination method (12), adapted for
denatured plasmid templates, using as primers T3 and T7

(13). To sequence a part of each of the Rae-1 cDNAs, we
used as a primer an octadecamer sequence, 5'-CATTTAC-
AAGTCACCATG-3' which corresponds to the nt sequence
from codons 121 to 126 of Rae-1 cDNA (see Fig. 3A). PCR
products subcloned in the TA cloning vector were se-
quenced on both strands by use of the T7 Sequencing Kit
(Pharmacia) with the T7 primer, T3 primer, and M13
reverse primer.

The FASTA and BLAST programs at the Human
Genome Center, Tokyo, were used to search for homol-
ogous sequences in nucleic acid and protein databases (14,
15).

DNA Constructions—The c-Myc epitope (16) was in-
troduced within the RAE-1 protein, using the following
procedures. Two complementary oligodeoxyribonucleo-
tides, one with the sequence 5'-AATTCGAGCAGAAGC-
TGATCTCCGAGGAGGACCTCG-3' and the other with 5'-
AATTCGAGGTCCTCCTCGGAGATCAGCTTGTCCTCG-
3', were chemically synthesized and were annealed to form
a double-stranded DNA fragment containing a reading
frame for the human c-Myc epitope, EQKLISEEDL,
flanked by .EcoRI sites (16). This fragment was cloned into
one of the two .EcoRI sites in Rae-107 cDNA, which was
isolated and characterized in this work. The tagged Rae-107
cDNA was subcloned into the mammalian expression
vector pH/?APr-l-neo, and was fused to the human /S-actin
promoter and enhancer (17).

DNA Transfection and Selection—Twenty-four hours
prior to DNA transfection, F9 cells were plated in DMEM
supplemented with 15% FCS at the density of around 5X
106 cells per 90-mm-diameter tissue culture dish. The
medium was changed 2 h before the transfection. Cells
were incubated for 16 to 20 h with transfecting DNAs, then
precipitated with calcium phosphate (20^g of the trans-
fecting DNAs per 90-mm-diameter dish) (18), followed by
the addition of fresh medium containing 15% FCS. After 24
h, each culture was divided into ten 90-mm-diameter
dishes, and the selection for G418-resistant clones was
initiated by adding G418 (GIBCO) to the medium at the
final concentration of 600 ^g/ml. After 12 days, G418-re-
sistant clones were picked up and expanded for the follow-
ing analysis.

Immunocytochemical Examination (19)—CeUs were
rinsed in phosphate-buffered saline (PBS) (137 mM NaCl/
2.7 mM KCl/4.3mM Na2HPCv7H2O/1.4 mM KH2P0<,
pH 7.4) and fixed in a fresh solution of 2% (w/v) formalde-
hyde in PBS at room temperature for 10 min (20). After
extensive washing in PBS, cells were incubated with the
primary antibody, i.e., a monoclonal antibody to the human
c-Myc, (MAb)9E10 (21) (Oncogene Science), in PBS for 1
h, at 37'C in a humidified atmosphere. Cells were again
washed extensively in PBS and then incubated in a solution
containing 200-fold diluted fluorescein isothiocyanate
(FITC)-conjugated goat anti-mouse IgG (TAGO) for 1 h at
room temperature (22). Finally, the cells were washed in
PBS, covered with 50 mM sodium carbonate (pH 9.5) and
90% glycerol, and examined using an Olympus microscope,
model BX50, equipped with a reflective light fluorescence
system BX-FLA.

RESULTS

Expression of Rae-1 mRNAs—The levels of Rae-1
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mRNAs in F9 cells were examined by Northern blot
analysis. Rae-1 mRNAs were not detected in undiffer-
entiated F9 cells, but were detected in F9 cells about 12 h
after RA treatment, and their levels increased for up to 72
h (Fig. 1A) (5). As previously reported, they were not
detected in various tissues of adult mice (5). A significant
expression of Rae-1 mRNAs was detected in 11 - and 14-day
embryos, and at low levels in placentas and extra-embryo-
nic tissues, but not in an 18-day embryo (Fig. IB). Interest-
ingly, Rae-1 mRNAs were clearly detected in the head of an
11-day embryo, but not in that of an 18-day embryo (Fig.
IB). These findings suggest that, in the course of early
mouse development, the expression of Rae-1 mRNAs is
controlled not only in a developmental stage-specific
manner, but also in a tissue-specific manner.

Structures of Rae-1 cDNAs and Deduced RAE-1 Pro-
tein— Although Rae-1 mRNAs were detected as a 1.8 kb

band in the RA-treated F9 cells, the size of the previously
isolated Rae-1 cDNA was about 1.2 kb (5). To obtain
cDNAs covering the full-length Rae-1 mRNAs, we re-
screened a cDNA library constructed from F9 cells treated
with RA for 48 h, using Rae-1 cDNA as a probe, and isolated
16 new clones (Fig. 2).

As Rae-109 cDNA contained the longest cDNA insert, we
first constructed a physical map and found what seemed to
be a block of deletion (Fig. 2). Therefore, we determined
the entire nt sequence of the 2nd longest clone, Rae-107
cDNA (Fig. 2). Rae-107 cDNA contains the entire coding
region; however, as the 5'- and 3'-noncoding regions of the
Rae-107 cDNA are shorter than those of the Rae-109
cDNA, we compiled the sequences of these regions by
determining the corresponding regions of the Rae-109
cDNA. The compiled 5'-end region contained two putative
initiation ATG codons (Fig. 3A). Since the sequences
around the 2nd ATG codon fit Kozak's rule (A/G N N

(A)

Rae-1 \

0 3 6 12 24 48 72 96 144

GAPDH

1.8 kb

13 kb

(B)
embryo placenta head

1114 18 1114 18 11 18

Rae-1

GAPDH - » • . - - - « •

1.8 kb

13 kb

Fig. 1. Northern blot analysis of Rae-1 mRNAs. (A) Time
course of the Rae-1 mRNAs. Total cellular RNAs were extracted from
F9 cells after treatment with RA (KT'M) for 3 to 144 h. Ten
micrograms each of these RNAs was denatured with glyoxal and
fractionated on a 1% agarose gel, transferred onto nitrocellulose
filters, and hybridized with "P-labeled Rae-1 cDNA probe. The
intensity of GAPDH mRNA is shown in the lower part of the figure as
a control for the amount of RNA loaded in each lane. The time of RA
treatment is shown above each lane. Position and size of mRNAs
hybridizable with Rae-1 cDNA are indicated on the right. (B)
Expression of Rae-1 mRNAs in embryos and placentas. Ten micro-
gram samples of total cellular RNAs prepared from 11-, 14-, and
18-day embryos and placentas, and the heads of 11- and 18-day
embryos were analyzed by RNA blotting, using as a probe a
"P-labeled Rae-1 cDNA. The intensity of GAPDH mRNA is shown in
the lower part of the figure as a control for the amount of RNAs loaded
in each lane. Other symbols and procedures are as described in (A).
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Fig. 2. Schematic presentation of the isolated Rae-1 cDNAs.
Names, sizes, and cleavage maps of 17 Rae-1 cDNA clones are shown.
The restriction sites: B, BamHI; E, BcoRI; H, HindHI; P, Pstl. The
putative coding regions are shaded. Rae-109 cDNA contained a
deletion in the putative coding region, indicated by dotted lines (see
text). Both strands of the entire Rae-107, Rae-101, and Rae-123
cDNAs, and the entire single strands of Rae-105 and Rae-113 cDN As
were determined. Both strands of the underlined parts of the Rae-109
cDNA were also determined. All the other cDNAs were partially
sequenced using as a primer an octadecamer oligodeoxyribonucleotide
(see "MATERIALS AND METHODS" and Fig. 3A), and the length
and direction of DNA regions sequenced by this method are indicated
by an arrow below the Rae-1 cDNA.
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(A)
GCGOXXrrT«XXX3GGCC(XrrcTAGTCAGTTA^1
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157
237 AATaXX^TCGAGOiGCAGTCACAGAAGGTTCTG^^
317 TTCn^CCTTTCCTCACACTAlTGCX^TAGTCC^

397

Lender sequence
M A K A A V T K R H H F M I Q K L L I L

ATG GCC AAG GCA GCA GTG ACC AAG CGC CAT CAT TTT ATG ATT CAG AAG CTG TTA ATT CTA
20

457
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CTG AGC TAT GGA TAC ACC AAC GGG CTG GAT GAT GCA CAC TCT CTT AGG TGC AAC TTG ACC
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ATC TTC ATA TCT TTA TTA TTT GCA TTT GCA TTT GCA ATG TGA AGAGGAAATATTATACCCAAGGA
GtflGOCCAGAGGAGG«^TCra3ATCCTX3TGGAACTGGAG
CTOaJiGAACAGCAAGTGCTCTTTGCTACrctf^^

AAAAATGCX^AGGGAATACAXXIAACATCTAATAAAACrreGTAAATTTAAA

Fig. 3A
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[ATG] G) (23), we propose that this is the initiation codon
(Fig. 3A). There were two poly-adenylation signals in the
3'-noncoding region (Fig. 3A), corresponding to the pres-
ence of 2 kinds of Rae -1 cDN As with different lengths of the
3'-noncoding region (Fig. 2). The hydropathy profile of the
deduced RAE-107 protein revealed 3 hydrophobic regions;
2 close to the N-tenninal region, and 1 at the C-terminal
region (Fig. 3B). The region between the 2nd and 3rd
hydrophobic regions is highly hydrophilic. The initiating
methionine is followed by a 23-amino-acid-residue, pre-
dominantly hydrophobic sequence corresponding to the
first hydrophobic region close to the N-terminus and having
the characteristics of a leader sequence (Fig. 3, A and B).
Comparisons with previously documented leader sequences
suggested that a cleavage is introduced after the 24th
glycine residue (Fig. 3A) (24). The resulting mature
RAE-107 protein consists of 229 amino acids with a

(B)
LS EX STP TM

Fig. 3. Structures ofRae-lcDNAs and deduced RAE-1 protein.
(A) A compiled nt sequence of Rae-107 and Rae-109 cDNAs and a
deduced amino acid sequence of RAE-107 protein. Nucleotide
sequences of the 5'- and 3'-noncoding regions are compiled from those
of Rae-107 and Rae-109 cDNAs, and those for the coding region are
from Rae-107 cDNA (Fig. 2). Two putative initiation ATG codons in
the 5'-noncoding region and 2 polyadenylation signal sequences in the
3'-noncoding regions are double-underlined. The predicted amino
acid sequence is shown in single-letter code above the nt sequence.
The numbers at the left and right sides are those of nt and amino
acids, respectively. AA-* and «-AA indicate the 5' and 3' ends of the
deletion present in Rae-109 cDNA, respectively (see Fig. 2). Five
cysteine residues, 6 putative iV-glycosylation sites and 8 possible
O-linked glycosylation sites are denoted by •, §, and #, respectively,
and a PLPPP sequence is denoted by A. The boundaries of domains
are marked with vertical lines. Six conserved amino acid residues
between mouse RAE-1 protein and human MHC class I molecules in
the a -helix of a 1 domain (see text and Ref. 7) are denoted by </>. The
nt sequences of Rae-109 cDNA cover two DNA regions, one from nt
numbers 1 to 46, and the other, from nt numbers 1401 to 1546, and
those of Rae-107 cDNA cover a DNA region from nt numbers 47 to
1400. The octadecamer sequence used as a primer to partially
sequence the other Rae-1 cDNAs is boxed, and the sequences used to
classify Rae-1 cDNAs are underlined. (B) The hydropathy profile of
the deduced RAE-107 protein. Four solid horizontal bars indicate the
approximate locations and sizes of the following regions: LS, leader
sequence; EX, extracellular domain; STP, serine, threonine, proline-
rich domain; TM, transmembrane domain.

predicted molecular mass of about 26 kDa, and consists of
the following three domains: (i) an extracellular domain,
(ii) a serine, threonine, and proline-rich (STP-rich) do-
main, and (iii) a C-terminal transmembrane domain (Fig.
3, A and B).

(i) The extracellular domain consists of 182 amino acids
and contains 5 potential iV-linked glycosylation sites (25),
3 possible O-linked glycosylation sites (PS/T, S/TNNP)
(26, 27), and 5 cysteine residues (Fig. 3A).

(ii) The STP-rich domain consists of 25 amino acids and
19 of them are serine, threonine or proline residues. There
are 5 possible O-linked glycosylation sites (Fig. 3A) (26,
27). One PLPPP sequence present in this region may form
a hinge-like domain (28).

(iii) The C-terminal 14 amino acids predominantly
consist of hydrophobic residues and probably form a
transmembrane domain. This region may serve as an
anchor to the membrane (Fig. 3A).

All these structural features suggest that RAE-107
protein is a heavily glycosylated, novel cell surface protein.

The Rae-109 cDNA contained one 111 bp long deletion
within its coding region and the deleted region covered a
reading frame of 37 amino acids (Figs. 2 and 3A). As the
ends of the deleted region have the GT and AG sequences
(Fig. 3A), the mRNA corresponding to the Rae-109 cDNA
is probably generated by alternative splicing (29).

Classification of Rae-1 cDNAs and Homologies among
the Rae-1 Members—During the course of these studies, we
noted that there may be several sequence heterogeneities
in Rae-1 cDNAs, so partial nt sequences of all the other
clones were determined, using as a primer an octadecamer
corresponding to the nt sequence from codons 121 to 126
(Fig. 3A). Three different kinds of Rae-1 cDNAs were
identified and were named Rae-la, Rae-l/J, and Rae-ly
cDNAs, respectively: 11 of the 17 clones corresponded to
Rae-la, 4 corresponded to Rae-1/?, and 2, to Rae-ly
cDNAs (Fig. 2). These results suggest that Rae-la mRNAs
are the predominantly expressed Rae-1 mRNAs in the
RA-treated F9 cells. We chose Rae-101 and Rae-123
cDNAs as representatives corresponding to the Rae-1/3 and

TABLE I. Nucleotide substitutions in the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
positions of codons.

Compared family
members'

Rae-Iff vs. Rae-1/3
Rae-lor vs. Rae-ly
Rae-1/? vs. Rae-ly
Rae-la vs. Rae-1/3
Rae-lff vs. Rae-ly
Rae-1^ vs. Rae-ly

Counted
region"

entire
entire
entire
rep.seq.
rep.seq.
rep.seq.

6
7
7
3
5
2

Positions of codons
1st
(6)c

(7)
(7)
(3)
(5)
(2)

2nd
7(7)
4(4)
7(7)
4(4)
2(2)
4(4)

3rd
4 (2.5)"
7(4)
9(7)
2 (1.5)"
3(3)
5(5)

•Rae-lff, Rae-1/3, and Rae-ly indicate Rae-107, Rae-101, and
Rae-123 cDNAs, respectively. "The "entire" lines show numbers of
substitutions present in the entire coding region, and the "rep.seq.*
lines show only those present in the repeatedly sequenced region (see
Fig. 3A). cNumbers were taken from the sequence data deposited in
DDBJ, and those in parentheses indicate numbers of nonsynonymous
substitutions. dIn Rae-1/3, the codon 194, GTT (V), was substituted
by ATG. (M) (data not shown). There are two possible ways leading to
this substitution: one is GTT (VHATT (I)—ATG (M), and the other,
GTT (V)—GTG (V)—ATG (M). In the former, the 3rd position
substitution is nonsynonymous, and in the latter, it is synonymous. As
we could not distinguish between these two, we counted this substitu-
tion 0.5 nonsynonymous.
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Fig. 4. Comparison of the deduced am I no acid sequences
among Rae-1 family members and bovine MHC class I molecule.
The deduced amino acid sequences of Rae-107(<i) cDNA are shown in
lines labeled with a at the left, and those of the Hae-101(/3) and
Rae-123(y) cDNAs are shown in lines labeled with fi or y, only where
they differ from the Rae-107(ar) sequences, respectively. Each colon
represents an identical amino acid residue. Those lines labeled with a,
P, y or a, (3 or a, y indicate that there is no difference among the
sequences shown in these lines, respectively. The numbers at the right
side are those of amino acids (see Fig. 3A). The alignment of amino

acid sequence of RAE-107 protein with that of bovine MHC class I
molecule (BOLA-A) is shown in lines labeled with MHC I at the left.
Above the MHC I lines, a colon represents an identical amino acid
residue and a dot, a conservative amino acid substitution. Insertions
and deletions made in the MHC I sequence during optimization are
marked with a dash and A, respectively: A1 corresponds to amino acid
residues #18-19, GV; A 2, #38 G; A3, #78-79 WM; A 4, #127-129
GCD; A 5, #206 L; A 6, from #256 to the C-terminal. The other
symbols were as described in the legend to Fig. 3B.
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Rae-1 y cDNAs, respectively (Fig. 2), and determined their
entire nt sequences (data not shown).

The nt sequence homologies among these three cDNAs
are about 98%, indicating that the generation of this family
is a relatively recent event. The deduced amino acid
sequence homology between RAE-101(£) and RAE-123(y)
is 92.1%, which is significantly lower than that between the
other two combinations of the family members, i.e., the
homology between RAE-107(«) and RAE-101(/?) is 94.5%
and that between RAE-107(aO and RAE-123(y) is 94.1%.
The nt substitutions were relatively rare in the 5'- and
3'-noncoding regions (data not shown), and those present in
the coding region were classified by their positions in codons
(Table I). Their distributions were random and showed no
preference for the 3rd positions (Table I). This is in
contrast to the finding that nt diversities for a gene are
larger at synonymous sites, as for the 3rd positions of
codons, than at nonsynonymous sites, such as the 1st and
2nd positions of codons (30). In the case of Rae-1 family
cDNAs, we found that even in the 3rd positions, most nt
substitutions are nonsynonymous (Table I). We classified
the nt substitutions present in the repeatedly sequenced
region and confirmed that, although the numbers are small,
almost all substitutions in the 3rd positions are nonsyno-
nymous (Table I). Interestingly, these amino acid substitu-
tions were distributed only within the extracellular do-
main, and were clustered in a region close to the C-terminal
end of the domain (Fig. 4). These results suggest that
positive selection operates on the extracellular domain of
the RAE-1 family proteins.

Deduced RAE-1 Proteins Share Partial Homology with
MHC Class I Molecules—Comparison of the deduced
amino acid sequences of RAE-1 proteins with those in
protein databases revealed that the RAE-1 proteins show a
weak, but significant homology to MHC class I molecules
(Figs. 4 and 5) (31). MHC class I molecules consist of L, a 1,
al, a3, transmembrane, and cytoplasmic domains (Fig. 5)
(8). On the other hand, RAE-1 proteins have no regions
corresponding to the a 3 and the cytoplasmic domains, but
do have regions corresponding to the L, al, al, and
transmembrane domains, and have an STP-rich domain
which is absent in the MHC class I molecules (Figs. 4 and
5). Therefore, the extracellular domain of RAE-1 proteins
can be divided into a\ and a 2 subdomains (Figs. 4 and 5).
Mouse RAE-107 protein and bovine MHC class I molecule
(BOLA-A) showed identities (similarities) of 19% (64%)

(A) (B)
H

kb
23.1 —

9.4 —(
6.6 —

4 . 4 —

2 3
2 . 0 —

0.56—

XEIX14

EH BH E

prob« H-B

LS al a2 ai

MHC class I

TM CYT

19

(64)

20

(70)

RAE-107 (a)

STPTM

Fig 5 Structural similarity between RAE-1 protein and MHC
class I molecule. A scheme showing the degree of deduced amino
acid sequence homology between RAE-107(») protein and bovine
MHC class I molecule Symbols- al, al, and a 3 represent extracel-
lular domains; CYT, cytoplasmic domain. The other symbols are as
described in the legends to Fig. 3B. In each domain, the numbers
indicate the sequence identity m % and those in parentheses indicate
the sequence similarity in %.

TABLE II. Analyses of the types of expressed Rae-1 mRNAs
and the corresponding rae-1 genes. The detailed procedures of the
experiments were described in the "MATERIALS AND METHODS",
sections "Reverse Transcnption-PCR (RT-PCR)' and "Subcloning of
PCR Products'.

Sources of
poly(A)+ RNAs or
genomic DNAs

Examined
Types of mRNAs or genomic

Rae-U Rae-ly
Poly(A)+ RNAs from F9 50

cells treated with RA for 72 h
Poly(A)+ RNAs from heads of 50

11-day mouse embryos
Genomic DNAs from 31

undifferentiated F9 cells

38 6
(76%) (12%)

7 23
(14%) (46%)

6
(12%)

23
(46%)

(C) (D)

Gene 1

Gene 2

Oena 3

B EH BHE
t n n i

1 » . <

I 1 1 . 4

0 .56 —

(29%) (35%) (35%)

Fig. 6 Southern blot analysis of mouse genomic DNA. (A)
Mouse genomic DNAs (10 y.% each) were digested with restriction
enzymes, fractionated on 0.7% agarose gels, transferred onto nitrocel-
lulose filters, and hybridized with the 1.3 kb Rae-107 cDNA probe
X DNA digested with HindUl was loaded as a size marker. B, BamHI,
E, ScoRI; H, HuidHI. (B) Relevant restriction map of the genomic
DNA cloned in A.EDX14. Boxes indicate approximate sizes and
locations of the sequences present in Rae-107(ff) cDNA, from nt
numbers 488 to 1546 (Fig. 3A). The location of probe H-B, used for
the Southern blot analysis, is shown below the map. (C) Mouse
genomic DNAs were digested, fractionated, Southern blotted, and
hybridized with the H-B probe as described in (A). (D) Deduced
restriction maps of the putative rae-1 gene family members, gene 1,
2, and 3. The estimated sizes of BamHI, Ecotil, and HmdUl frag-
ments are shown below the maps.
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(Rae-1-myc) (Vector) Fig 7. Immunocytochemical examina-
tion of the F9-36 cells. The F9-36 cells
transfected with pH/SAPr-l-neo/Rae-107-
tnyc DNA are shown in (Rae-1-myc) The
F9pH/?APr-l-neo cells transfected with a
vector are shown in (Vector) Experimental
procedures are described in "MATERIALS
AND METHODS". Bars. 20 fxm.

and 20% (70%) between their al and a2 domains, respec-
tively (Fig. 5).

Analyses of the Types of Expressed Rae-1 Family
Members in RA-Treated F9 Cells and Mouse Embryos—To
estimate the relative levels of the Rae-la-, Rae-1/?, and
Rae-1 y mRNAs, poly (A)+ RNAs prepared from F9 cells
treated with RA for 72 h and from the heads of 11-day
mouse embryos were reverse-transcribed into the first-
strand cDNAs using primer E8, then amplified by PCR
using primers E7 and E8, and the amplified products were
cloned as described in "MATERIALS AND METHODS." Fifty
clones were randomly picked up for each type of poly(A)+

RNA and the inserts were sequenced. The relative copy
numbers of the rae-1 genes corresponding to each of the
three types of Rae-1 mRNAs were also estimated by
similar methods. All the results are summarized in Table
II, and support not only the presence of three types of Rae-1
mRNAs, but also the presence of equal copy number(s) of
the corresponding rae-1 genes. In the RA-induced F9 cells,
Rae-1 a mRNA was predominantly detected, while in the
head region of 11-day mouse embryos, Rae-1/9 and Rae-ly
mRNAs were the predominantly detected family members
(Table II). These results suggest that the regulatory
mechanisms controlling the expression of the family
members are different.

Southern Blot Analysis of the rae-1 Gene—To gain
insight into the structure of the rae-1 gene, genomic DNAs
isolated from undifferentiated F9 cells were digested with
several restriction endonucleases and were analyzed by
Southern blotting, using the Rae-107 cDNA as a probe.
Although several bands, including faint ones were detected
(Fig. 6A), we could not conclude from this result that the
rae-1 gene has multiple members. Accordingly, we decided
to isolate rae-1 gene(s) from a mouse genomic DNA library,
using the Rae-107 cDNA as a probe. We found that one of
the isolated clones, named AELX14, carries a DNA frag-
ment covering a part of the Rae-107(0-) cDNA, from nt
numbers 488 to 1546 (Figs. 3A and 6B). We prepared a 1.2
kb Hindm/BamHl fragment from AELX14 and analyzed
the mouse genomic DNAs by Southern blotting, using this
fragment as a probe (Fig. 6B, probe H-B). The results are
shown in Fig. 6C: two bands were detected in BamHl
digests and the signal of the 2.9 kb band was apparently
stronger than that of the 9.6 kb band; two bands were
detected in .EcoRI digests and the signal of the 2.0 kb band

was significantly stronger than that of the 4.8 kb band; only
one band of 1.4 kb showing a strong signal was detected in
Hindin digests. Based on these results, we deduced rae-1
gene structures which support the presence of three differ-
ent genes (Fig. 6D). Apparently, gene 1 corresponds to the
rae-1 gene cloned in AELX14. Recently, we isolated two
other phage clones, named AELX2 and AELX16, and found
that AELX2 carries a part of gene 2, which corresponds to
Rae-1/? cDNA, and AELX16 carries a part of gene 3 which
corresponds to Rae-ly cDNA (unpublished data). Isolation
of the genomic DNAs covering all the Rae-1 family
members is in progress in our laboratory.

Localization of RAE-1 Protein in F9 Cells—The deduced
amino acid sequences of RAE-1 proteins strongly suggest
that they are cell surface glycoproteins. To determine the
localization of RAE-1 proteins in F9 cells, we constructed
an epitope-tagged Rae-1 a cDNA derivative, Rae-107-myc
DNA, which contained a DNA insert encoding a part of the
human c-Myc protein within the reading frame of Rae-107
cDNA (see "MATERIALS AND METHODS"). The Rae-107-
myc DNA was subcloned into a mammalian expression
vector, pH/?APr-l-neo DNA (17), and was then transfect-
ed into F9 cells. Among 30 G418-resistant transfectants,
the one showing the highest levels of Rae-107-myc mRNAs
was selected and named F9-36. The localization of RAE-
la-Myc protein in the F9-36 cells was determined by using
an immunocytochemical method (19) and a monoclonal
antibody to the human c-myc proto-oncogene product (21).
High levels of immunoreactivity were observed on the
surface of F9-36 cells, but not on the surface of F9 trans-
fectants with the control pH/?APr-l-neo DNA (Fig. 7) (17).
These results show that RAE-1 proteins are indeed present
on the cell surface.

DISCUSSION

We obtained evidence for a novel cDNA family encoding
cell surface proteins and probably involved in early mouse
embryogenesis. Three different but highly conserved
members were identified and were named Rae-1 a, Rae-1/9,
and Rae-ly cDNAs.

Characteristics of the Predicted Structure of RAE-1
Proteins—The deduced RAE-1 protein showed a weak, but
significant homology to the al and a2 domains of bovine
MHC class I molecule (Figs. 4 and 5). MHC class I
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molecules are membrane-bound cell surface glycoproteins
with a molecular mass of 45 kDa (8). There is no cysteine
residue in the <arl domain of the MHC class I family.
However, 2 of the 3 cysteine residues present in the Q-2
domain are highly conserved among the MHC class I
family, and maintain the globular structure of the domain
by forming an S-S bridge (32, 33). In the RAE-1 protein,
only one cysteine residue is present in the region corre-
sponding to the a 2 domain of MHC class I molecule, and 4
residues are present in the region corresponding to the a\
domain (Fig. 3A). Accordingly, the three-dimensional
structures of the extracellular domain of RAE-1 proteins
are likely to be different from those of the MHC class I
family.

Interestingly, 6 of the 9 invariant amino acids present in
the <z-helix region of the al domain of MHC class I
molecules are conserved in the corresponding region of
RAE-1 proteins (Fig. 3A) (7). All of these 6 residues are
distributed on the surface of each turn of the a--helix,
forming an upper lip-like structure, facing the lower lip-
like structure formed by the a 2 domain, and surrounding
the antigen recognition site (6). These features suggest that
the invariant residues are important to construct the
backbone of the a -helix, and suggest that the corresponding
region of the extracellular domain of RAE-1 protein has a
similar <*-helix structure.

Possible Functions of RAE-1 Proteins—As RAE-1 pro-
teins showed a low but significant homology to MHC class I
molecules, they may share similar functions. The MHC
class I molecule associates with a non-MHC-encoded, non-
membrane-bound light chain, &-microglobulin through its
a 3 domain, binds immunogenic peptides and presents
them to cytotoxic T lymphocytes (8). However, it is
difficult to assign similar functions, because RAE-1 pro-
teins have no region corresponding to the a 3 domain of
MHC class I molecules, and because their extracellular
structure probably differs from that of the MHC class I
molecules.

MHC class I molecules have also been implicated in
morphogenesis and cell-to-cell interaction in embryonic
development (34). In determining lineages of individual
cells and enabling controlled morphogenesis and organo-
genesis, molecular mediators function as diffusible factors
recognized by specific cell surface receptors, or cell surface
and extracellular matrix components regulating cell-to-cell
or cell-to-matrix interactions {35-37). Rapid, dramatic
changes of glycoconjugates have been observed during the
differentiation of cultured embryonal carcinoma cells and
during embryogenesis (38). These observations suggest
that cell surface glycoconjugates play a vital role in cell-to-
cell or cell-to-matrix interactions and in early embryonic
development (39-42). The RAE-1 proteins may be good
candidates for temporal as well as spatial modulators of
these cell-to-cell interactions, because they are cell surface
glycoproteins, their expression is apparently abundant in
the early stage of mouse development and they probably
predominate in the embryonal head region (Fig. 1). Even
though Rae-1 family members are highly homologous, their
protein products may function distinctively during early
mouse development, because we found by RT-PCR and
sequence analysis that in RA-induced F9 cells, Rae-la is
predominantly expressed over the other two members,
and, in the early mouse embryos, Rae-ly9 and Rae-ly

mRNAs are predominantly expressed (Table II).
Further study on the Rae-1 cDNA family should shed

light on molecular mechanisms of cell-to-cell interactions in
early mammalian development.
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